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(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 788, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a 
nonrefundable tax credit for the pur-
chase of gun safes and gun safety 
courses. 

S. 815 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 815, a bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act and the CARES Act to extend 
the covered period for the paycheck 
protection program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 833 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 833, a bill to amend XVIII of the So-
cial Security Act to allow the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
to negotiate fair prescription drug 
prices under part D of the Medicare 
program. 

S. 864 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 
names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 864, a bill to extend 
Federal Pell Grant eligibility of cer-
tain short-term programs. 

S.J. RES. 3 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the 
names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL) and the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY) were added as 
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 3, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States rel-
ative to limiting the number of terms 
that a Member of Congress may serve. 

S.J. RES. 10 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 
names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) were added as 
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 10, a joint reso-
lution to repeal the authorizations for 
use of military force against Iraq, and 
for other purposes. 

S. RES. 99 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 99, a resolution 
observing the 10th anniversary of the 
uprising in Syria. 

S. RES. 126 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 126, a resolution condemning 
the crackdown by the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China and the 
Chinese Communist Party in Hong 
Kong, including the arrests of pro-de-
mocracy activists and repeated viola-
tions of the obligations of that Govern-
ment undertaken in the Sino-British 
Joint Declaration of 1984 and the Hong 
Kong Basic Law. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mrs. CAPITO, and Ms. 
BALDWIN): 

S. 883. A bill to modify the Federal 
TRIO programs; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, helping 
students achieve their education and 
career goals has long been a priority 
for me. I come to the floor today to in-
troduce two bipartisan bills. Both are 
aimed at helping students pursue high-
er education, complete their degrees, 
and have satisfying work lives. 

Prior to my election to the Senate, I 
worked at Husson University in Ban-
gor, ME. Many of Husson’s students, 
for the most part, are first-generation 
college students. They are the first in 
their families to take that step of pur-
suing higher education. 

I saw firsthand the importance of 
several Federal initiatives: Pell grants, 
work study, and TRIO—programs that 
are specifically aimed at students 
whose families have little or no experi-
ence at all with higher education. 

The first bill that I am introducing 
today is the Educational Opportunity 
and Success Act. It would reauthorize 
and strengthen the Federal TRIO Pro-
grams. 

I have been a longtime champion of 
TRIO. It helps students prepare for, 
succeed in, and graduate from college 
or other institutions of higher learn-
ing. I would like to thank Senators 
TESTER, CAPITO, and BALDWIN for join-
ing me as original cosponsors. 

Congress created the TRIO Programs 
because it recognized that low-income, 
first-generation college students often 
face significant obstacles to accessing 
and completing higher education. Our 
bipartisan bill would reauthorize these 
programs, modestly increase grant 
sizes, and make it easier for adminis-
trators to reach students who would 
benefit from TRIO. 

The bill also updates the way that 
the programs are evaluated and 
streamlines the application process. 
The bill would also increase the small 
stipend for Upward Bound students. 
Upward Bound is one of the TRIO Pro-
grams. These stipends make their col-
lege visits more accessible. These visits 
are often the first time that these 
young people have experienced a col-
lege campus. And it would create a new 
stipend for veterans participating in 
the Veterans Upward Bound Program. 

The Educational Opportunity and 
Success Act would also institute a 
commonsense process for correcting 
TRIO applications that have minor er-
rors. 

Now, let me give you a concrete ex-
ample. In 2017, the Department of Edu-
cation initially rejected dozens of Up-
ward Bound applications based on arbi-
trary, nonsubstantive formatting cri-
teria, such as line spacing or font size 
irregularities. The Department lost 
sight of the goal of serving students 

and instead focused on whether the for-
matting criteria were followed exactly 
correctly. 

One of these applications was from 
the University of Maine at Presque 
Isle. It had used 11⁄2 spacing instead of 
double spacing in text appearing in 
graphics in just two of the applica-
tion’s 65 pages. 

Imagine that the application was not 
considered on its merits at all because 
of a spacing error that accompanied 
graphics on 2 pages of a 65-page appli-
cation. The Department’s bureaucratic 
decision would have denied 960 dis-
advantaged Maine high school students 
from the chance of fulfilling their aca-
demic potential. 

After many months of advocacy, I 
worked with the Department of Edu-
cation. I kept pressing the Department. 
And I worked with my Appropriations 
colleagues to reverse this ill-conceived 
policy. But it took Federal legislation 
to move the Department from its bu-
reaucratic decision, which affected po-
tentially 960 students in northern 
Maine. It affected students that were 
in other high schools as well across 
this country. I remember Montana was 
one of those that was affected. 

The University of Maine at Presque 
Isle ultimately received its TRIO grant 
to serve those students. The bill that 
we are introducing today would pre-
vent the Department of Education 
from rejecting applications simply on 
the basis of formatting criteria. This is 
a commonsense reform that will pre-
vent unnecessary bureaucratic obsta-
cles in the future. We should be making 
sure that Federal funds get out the 
door efficiently and focus on the stu-
dents they are meant to serve. 

I have met so many Maine TRIO stu-
dents and have loved learning about 
their dreams for the future. One of 
them is a priest who serves in 
Skowhegan, ME. Neither of his parents 
went beyond the eighth grade. He, 
through the encouragement of the Up-
ward Bound Program, went to Dart-
mouth and then on to the seminary and 
is now a priest. 

Let me tell you about another out-
standing individual, Jason Judd. Jason 
grew up in Athens, ME, a very small 
community. Jason said: I knew that 
education was the only way I could es-
cape poverty. Upward Bound taught me 
how to be successful in education and 
encouraged me to pursue my passions. 

Jason is a first-generation college 
graduate. With the support of Upward 
Bound, he went to the University of 
Maine at Farmington and earned his 
bachelor’s degree. He chose to go into 
school administration. He received his 
master’s degree from the University of 
Southern Maine in educational leader-
ship and earned his doctorate from 
Northeastern University in organiza-
tional leadership studies. 

Now, Jason is the executive director 
of Educate Maine, where he works to 
improve education in our State. TRIO 
put him on the path to success. And 
now Jason supports students just like 
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himself across the State of Maine, a 
real success story that TRIO helped 
make possible. 

The TRIO Programs have changed 
the lives of first-generation students 
across Maine and the country, opening 
the doors to the opportunities provided 
by higher education. I would ask all of 
my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation to extend and improve 
the TRIO Programs. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. CORNYN, and Ms. 
SMITH): 

S. 885. A bill to establish a rural post-
secondary and economic development 
grant program; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, the sec-
ond bill I am introducing today is the 
Success for Rural Students and Com-
munities Act. This bill would help stu-
dents living in rural areas achieve 
their higher education goals and con-
nect them with economic opportunities 
in their communities. I want to thank 
Senators HASSAN, CORNYN, and SMITH 
for introducing this legislation with 
me. 

According to census data, two out of 
three Maine schools are in rural com-
munities, and more than half of Maine 
students attend these schools. Ninety 
percent of Maine’s students graduate 
from high school. That is great. But 
only 62 percent enroll in some kind of 
higher education right away. Unfortu-
nately, an even lower percentage of 
Maine students go on to actually earn 
a degree or a credential. That often 
leaves them with student debts but 
without the credential or degree that 
they need. 

Maine’s experience is not unique. 
Rural students tend to graduate from 
high school at higher rates than their 
peers in urban districts and at about 
the same rate as their suburban peers, 
but fewer rural graduates enroll in col-
lege upon graduation than their urban 
and suburban counterparts. Our bill 
would authorize $60 million for dem-
onstration grants to create community 
partnerships that help rural students 
access college and career pathways. 

Community stakeholders, such as 
local school districts, colleges, univer-
sities, regional economic development 
entities and community organizations, 
would join together to help students 
and their families navigate higher edu-
cation opportunities and address bar-
riers that too often stand in the way to 
their achievement. 

For example, partnerships could 
work together to expose students to 
college campuses, courses, programs, 
and internships. They could focus on 
enrollment and completion rates of 
rural, nontraditional students, who 
may find that they need additional cre-
dentials or who once began but did not 
finish postsecondary education. 

Today, as you well know, many of 
the employers require something more 
than a high school diploma—perhaps a 

college degree, a skilled trade creden-
tial, or a professional certificate. Our 
bill would encourage schools and local 
employers to work together to put stu-
dents on pathways into the high-de-
mand jobs available where they want 
to live. Several strategies could be de-
veloped and tested, including work- 
based learning opportunities like ap-
prenticeships, internships, and a se-
quence of courses on the path to a cer-
tain skill or job. 

In northern Maine, the Aroostook 
Aspirations Initiative is using this 
model successfully to help put students 
on pathways to academic and career 
success. The initiative collaborates 
with local businesses and with colleges 
and universities to offer seminars that 
guide students throughout their edu-
cation. Students can team up with em-
ployers in the area through internships 
that give them the experience and the 
careers they wish to pursue. 

Last year, I met, from Aroostook 
County, a student named Katelyn 
Amero, who came to Washington to 
talk about her career goals. Katelyn 
hopes to pursue a career in medicine. 
In 2019, Katelyn participated in the 
Emerging Rural Leaders program at 
the University of Chicago, which pro-
vides opportunities for rural high 
school students to enroll in college 
courses over the summer months. That 
program has helped put her on the path 
to becoming a physician. 

The Success for Rural Students and 
Communities Act would support dy-
namic programs such as the Emerging 
Rural Leaders program and the Aroos-
took Aspirations Initiative. It would 
encourage other communities to inno-
vate in similar ways. 

Both bills I am introducing today 
would provide critical support for stu-
dents across the country who are seek-
ing to achieve their college and career 
dreams. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port both of these bills. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Ms. SINEMA): 

S. 886. A bill to establish a National 
Child Abuse Hotline; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mrs. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to join my colleague from Ari-
zona, Senator SINEMA, in introducing 
legislation to support the ongoing op-
eration of the national child abuse hot-
line, which is currently operated by 
Childhelp, a national non-profit. Of all 
the major national help hotlines, the 
crisis line for child abuse and neglect is 
the only one without a Federal author-
ization and dedicated funding. Our bill, 
the National Child Abuse Help Hotline 
Act of 2021, would give the Administra-
tion for Children and Families the au-
thority to award funding to increase 
Federal support for this important hot-
line. 

Tragically, on average, five children 
die every day from child abuse and ne-
glect. According to the most recent De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-

ices’ Child Maltreatment Report, 
656,000 children were victims of child 
abuse and neglect in 2019, and a heart-
breaking 1,770 children died—including 
three young children in Maine. The 
many stresses created by the COVID–19 
pandemic have exacerbated the risks 
for vulnerable children, and I fear that 
the data from 2020 and 2021 will show a 
worsening crisis. 

According to the CDC, ‘‘heightened 
stress, school closures, loss of income, 
and social isolation resulting from 
. . . . the COVID–19 pandemic have in-
creased the risk for child abuse and ne-
glect.’’ As Michelle Fingerman of 
Childhelp, the current operator of the 
Childhelp National Child Abuse Hot-
line, details: ‘‘There is a wide range of 
fallout from pandemic anxiety and 
school shutdowns. There is more abuse 
already occurring in homes where care-
givers are melting down from the 
stress, children are trapped at home 
with abusers, schools and daycare are 
closed, and therapists and other front-
line providers are now more difficult to 
access.’’ 

Despite these risks, official reports 
to child protection agencies have de-
clined across the country, in some 
places by as much as seventy percent. 
But, fewer official reports does not 
mean abuse and neglect are on the de-
cline. To the contrary, less in-person 
contact between children and man-
dated reporters like teachers, physi-
cians, and coaches is one explanation 
for this reporting decline. Additionally, 
while the number of emergency depart-
ment visits related to child abuse and 
neglect decreased in 2020, the percent-
age of visits severe enough to require 
hospitalization increased. Better ac-
cess to prevention and intervention 
services can help stop these troubling 
trends. 

The Childhelp National Child Abuse 
Hotline is a resource that is accessible 
to children and families across the 
country, especially while many chil-
dren are still not attending school in 
person full-time. A simple phone call 
or text to the hotline at 1–800–4–A– 
Child can connect people with those 
who can come to a child’s aid before 
the unimaginable occurs. The hotline 
saw 11,573 contacts in May 2020, which 
is more than 40 percent higher than 
during May 2019. Childhelp’s text and 
online chat platforms also experienced 
a significant volume increase last year. 
For the past few years, Congress has 
appropriated $1 million to pilot these 
platforms, and our legislation would 
help the grantee chosen by ACF expand 
its reach to more children and families. 

The helpline serves a wide range of 
individuals in every single state—at- 
risk children, distressed parents seek-
ing crisis intervention, and concerned 
individuals who suspect that child 
abuse may be occurring. In Maine, 
where one in every 71 children is a vic-
tim of abuse, the National Child Abuse 
Hotline assisted nearly 200 callers in 
2019. Those in need are connected—ei-
ther on the phone, text, or online 
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chat—with social workers who can 
offer confidential crisis intervention, 
information, and referrals to emer-
gency, social service, and support re-
sources. 

The National Child Abuse Help Hot-
line Act would provide a meaningful 
Federal investment to protect children 
across the country, authorizing $2 mil-
lion annually for the Administration 
for Children and Families (ACF) to 
award a grant to a nonprofit entity to 
support a 24-hour, national, toll-free 
telephone hotline. That hotline will get 
information and assistance to victims 
of child abuse or neglect, parents, care-
givers, mandated reporters, and other 
concerned community members. This 
will not interfere with any state-man-
dated reporter hotlines and will bolster 
those state efforts. In fact, the current 
operator has more than 80 community 
partners in just Maine alone. 

Mr. President, child abuse is prevent-
able, and the helpline’s prevention and 
intervention activities are both suc-
cessful and well-documented. Con-
sistent Federal support for the Na-
tional Child Abuse Hotline will im-
prove our ability to reach children of 
all ages, as well as parents or care-
givers, during the pandemic and be-
yond. I urge my colleagues to support 
the adoption of this important legisla-
tion that could save lives. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 127—ELECT-
ING KAREN H. GIBSON AS SER-
GEANT AT ARMS AND DOOR-
KEEPER OF THE SENATE 

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 127 
Resolved, That Karen H. Gibson of Boze-

man, Montana be, and she is hereby, elected 
Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the 
Senate. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 128—NOTI-
FYING THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES OF THE ELEC-
TION OF A SERGEANT AT ARMS 
AND DOORKEEPER OF THE SEN-
ATE 

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 128 
Resolved, That the House of Representa-

tives be notified of the election of the Honor-
able Karen H. Gibson as Sergeant at Arms 
and Doorkeeper of the Senate. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 129—NOTI-
FYING THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF THE ELEC-
TION OF A SERGEANT AT ARMS 
AND DOORKEEPER OF THE SEN-
ATE 

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 129 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be notified of the election of the Hon-
orable Karen H. Gibson as Sergeant at Arms 
and Doorkeeper of the Senate. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I have 
a request for one committee to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. It 
has the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Monday, March 
22, 2021, at 6 p.m., to conduct a closed 
hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous 
consent that my Judiciary Committee 
detailee, Joseph Routh, be given privi-
leges of the floor for the remainder of 
the 117th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.J. RES. 17 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand there is a joint resolution at 
the desk, and I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the joint resolution by 
title for the first time. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 17) removing 
the deadline for the ratification of the equal 
rights amendment. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I now 
ask for a second reading, and in order 
to place the joint resolution on the cal-
endar under the provisions of rule XIV, 
I object to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The joint resolution will be read for 
the second time on the next legislative 
day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 
2021 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Tuesday, March 23; 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and morning business be closed; that 
upon the conclusion of morning busi-
ness, the Senate proceed to executive 
session to resume consideration of the 

nomination of Shalanda Young to be 
the Deputy Director of OMB; further, 
that the cloture motions filed during 
Thursday’s session of the Senate ripen 
at 11:45 a.m., and if cloture is invoked 
on the Young nomination, all 
postcloture time expire at 2:15 p.m.; fi-
nally, that the Senate recess following 
the cloture vote on the Young nomina-
tion until 2:15 p.m. to allow for the 
weekly caucus meetings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. For the information 
of Senators, we expect to have four 
rollcall votes during Tuesday’s session 
of the Senate in relation to the Young 
and Murthy nominations. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if 

there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order following the remarks of 
Senator PORTMAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Ohio. 
f 

IMMIGRATION 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I 

thank the majority leader, and I thank 
the Presiding Officer for allowing me 
to speak this evening. 

I just returned from the southern 
border and want to give a brief report 
and talk about some potential ways 
forward to deal with what is happening 
on the Mexican border. I went with 
Secretary of Homeland Security 
Mayorkas and also with the chair of 
the Homeland Security Committee, my 
colleague from Michigan, and also with 
my colleague from West Virginia and 
my colleague from Connecticut, who 
are the chairs and ranking members of 
the Senate Homeland Security Appro-
priations Committee. We had a bipar-
tisan group and those of us who were 
involved on the authorizing side and on 
the appropriations side. 

You probably heard that the situa-
tion is bad, and it is. There is a record 
number of unaccompanied children 
coming to our border today, being let 
in, and ending up in Border Patrol de-
tention facilities. 

Just yesterday, CBP reported that 
there were more than 15,500 unaccom-
panied kids in Federal custody. That is 
a record. But it is not just children. 
More than 100,000 migrants were appre-
hended in February alone. This is a 15- 
year record, representing a 28-percent 
increase just since January. All the 
numbers from March look even higher. 
We won’t know the final numbers for 
another couple of weeks, but the point 
is, it is getting worse, not better. 

These numbers, by the way, are 
worse than the previous two surges at 
our southern border—both the 2014 
surge, we all remember, during the 
Obama administration and the 2019 
surge during the Trump administra-
tion. And, by the way, we have yet to 
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